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Society: Book Reviews

Book Reviews
Daniel Murphree, Book Review Editor
Creole City: A Chronicle of Early American New Orleans. By Nathalie

Dessens (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2015.
Preface, acknowledgements, illustrations, appendix, notes,
bibliography, index. Pp. xiii, 269. $74.95 cloth.)
This is an imaginative exploration of the Louisiana capital
from 1809 to the late 1830s, based on the reading of a single large
cache of letters, the Sainte-Geme Family Papers. These documents
are of special interest to historians because they were written by a
group of Saint Dominguan refugees, those driven first by Haitian
rebels to shelter in Cuba for a number of years, until the Cubans
drove them to Louisiana in 1809 in reaction to Napoleon's invasion of Spain. The sudden arrival in New Orleans of over 9,000
of these desperate exiles, white and black, is a special feature of
the state's history that deserves close attention, and this project is
well-conceived.
Dessens is a scholar trained in France who has made her mark
with several studies of Louisiana and slavery more generally, and
she writes this volume in English with a sound and warm style that
charms the reader. Her method is to use details in the correspondence to explore the various ways New Orleans society developed
during this crucial period, when ethnic variety had the potential to
be deeply divisive.
Most of her evidence comes from letters written by Jean Boze.
He was the French-born Saint-Domingue colonist who acted as
agent for the affairs of another refugee, Henri de Ste-Geme, who
held a French baronial title and had many slaves in Saint-Domingue
[232]
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who gained him a fortune making sugar. Ste-Geme stayed in New
Orleans only long enough to marry a rich local widowed planter, thereby recouping his huge Caribbean losses to some extent,
enabling him to go home to France to live out a life oflocal distinction there. He took with him his white wife, leaving behind his
irregular free black family (wife and three children) from SaintDomingue. Boze managed the affairs of the black family on part
of the profits from Ste-Geme's local property.
The book brims over with interesting details about the city's
development, as its steadily swelling population made it the urban
capital of the Deep South. The non-professional reader will find
much local color to relish.
There are some problems of structure and detail. First, the
author structures the work according to French conventions,
presenting her evidence and drawing conclusions only in the
final pages. This is exasperating for the English-language ·reader,
who expects to find an introduction that includes a theoretically
informed thesis that will be recapitulated in the conclusions. A
reader accustomed to the formulaic exposition every first-year
American graduate student learns has no idea where this book is
headed, for Dessens expects the reader to take it on faith through
two hundred pages that the theory is present, the argument sound,
and the evidence appropriate to the argument. As it happens, the
book is informed by a vague theory of modernization and "Creolization," and ends with rather thin conclusions to the effect that
ethnic jealousy quickly declined as white ethnic "amalgamation"
progressed over time.
Dessens mentions the basic historiographical debates about
the fundamental nature of New Orleans society, and she deserves
credit as one of the few historians working on Louisiana who is
respectful toward all the various approaches. However, she is
close to the circle who support the so-called "three tiered" model
of this community, meaning that free blacks supposedly occupied
a very different, less degraded position between slaves and free
white people than they did in the rest of the Old South. When she
explores that theme in detail, the reader comes away thinking she
is rather less than convinced that the model works, for Boze obviously regards all people of color of any shade or status as inferior.
Dessens presents no evidence that free blacks had any rights or
expectations of decent treatment that their counterparts in other
states lacked.
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One of the strongest features of the book is her discussion of
the great ethnic variety among white people. However, she perplexes the American reader by employing dubious terms. Most
unfortunately, in keeping with common French practice, she refers
to the native English-speaking population as "Anglo-Saxon," which
is inaccurate at best and obscurantist at worst. At some point, she
begins referring to the "Gallic" population without defining the
term, but the reader assumes it is a synonym for "Francophone,"
to encompass North American-born, Caribbean-born, and Frenchborn speakers of French. But on page 184 we find that "Boze
was often critical of Creoles and quick to defend Saint-Domingue
refugees, but this Gallic loyalty did not mean that he categorically
opposed Americans or Anglo-Saxons." The reader's head swims.
There is also the occasional error of fact that should have been
avoided. On page 206 is the assertion that the local Catholics
demonstrated an ecumenical spirit by expressing solemn formal
respect for the recently deceased "Protestant hero of the American
republic," Charles Carroll of Carrollton In fact, he was one of the
young nation's most celebrated Catholics.
However, her most sweeping conclusion is important and particularly welcome to this reviewer. Specifically, white "New Orleans
was thus much less segregated-geographically, socially, and politically," after a very few years of mutual acculturation among the various nationalities (208).
One hopes that Dessens will continue her work on antebellum
Louisiana because she has a special zest for the subject, as well as
the patience required to plumb difficult documents. Specialists
will value this volume for one or more particular contributions to
their own area of specialization. I found Chapter 4, covering the
city's connections to the wider world, to be original and helpful.
Thomas N. Ingersoll

Ohio State University

Aiming for Pensacola: Fugi,tive Slaves on the Atlantic and Southern
Frontiers. By Matthew J. Clavin. (Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 2015. Acknowledgements, illustrations, notes,
index. Pp. 252. $35.00 cloth.)

Decrying the tendency to solely associate the North with the
path to freedom for runaway slaves, MatthewJ. Clavin urges readers
of his new book, Aiming for Pensacola: Fugitive Slaves on the Atlantic
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and Southern Frontiers, to reconsider existing narratives regarding
the Underground Railroad. In terms of both scale and duration,
the southern route outpaced its northern counterpart. And Pensacola, Clavin argues, served as a key destination for runaways in
their quest for freedom.
From its earliest days as a far-flung colonial outpost to the Civil
War, the town attracted a host of settlers of various nationalities,
lured by the commercial prospects of its deep harbors and white
sand beaches. Despite the various grand schemes envisioned and
undertaken, however, Pensacola's financial fortunes never matched
its boosters' aspirations due in large measure to its location. Situated on the Gulf Coast, Pensacola lay on the periphery of multiple empires for much of its early history. Held by the Spanish and
British, alternately, the town barely factored into either nation's
colonial plans and attracted few whites for settlement and limited
capital for economic development.
Paradoxically, the same conditions that thwarted the town's
economic development proved alluring to the region's slaves when
they absconded from their owners. The town's relative isolation
and limited official oversight led to the emergence of a fairly flexible racial order. Although created to accommodate the white
community's commercial needs, the racial system offered blacks,
whether enslaved or free, a host of labor and social opportunities
that were largely unavailable to non-whites in other parts of the
South. With the demand for workers always outpacing the supply, many employers proved willing to overlook legal requirements
when necessary, particularly for those who possessed highly-sought
after skills. In addition to the runaways who arrived hoping to pass
as free, Pensacola drew others who viewed the town as a gateway
to liberty on more distant shores. They hoped to escape on board
one of the many ships that called in the harbor. Others still were
attracted to the town because of its lush hinterlands, whose natural bounty offered an ideal refuge for maroonage. Moreover, the
Seminole and Creek Indians who inhabited the surrounding area
proved generally sympathetic to the slaves' plight. Indeed, some
runaways joined the tribes, and a few even became prominent
members.
In spite of its liminal place in the Atlantic commercial world,
Pensacola took the center stage several times in the imperial conflicts that unfolded in the late-eighteenth and early-nineteenth centuries. The effects of the multiple wars destabilized slavery in the
region and provided ample opportunities to flee bondage. Some
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runaways opted to become soldiers or sailors and join the resistance to the expansion of American sovereignty and slavery in the
Southeast. This effort reached its apogee with the so-called Negro
Fort, which was constructed with British support and manned by
black and Indian soldiers.
The annexation of Florida by the United States in 1821 marked
a key turning point in Pensacola's history. In the years that followed,
the town was gradually absorbed into the larger southern economy
based upon cotton production and plantation slavery. Even as the
arrival of new laws and new people altered the earlier status quo,
vestiges of Pensacola's distinctive culture remained long after the
Spanish abandoned control of the colony. The town remained a
magnet for runaways seeking a seaborne escape from the South
and for those looking for local employment with few questions
asked, though they now received considerably harsher treatment if
caught by the authorities. By contrast, blacks continued to find support among some local white working people and sailors, among
whom they worked, lived, and caroused. Indeed, some whites even
aided them in their flights to freedom. During the Civil War, the
influx of runaways grew as slaves flocked to nearby Fort Pickens
soon after the first shots were fired. Working with and eventually
fighting alongside white Union soldiers, runaways played a crucial
role in defeating the Confederacy and bringing an end to slavery.
Clavin's well-written study offers an interesting portrait of Pensacola that illuminates the town's centrality to the history of the
resistance to slavery. Because the book does not fully delve into
scholarly arguments, it is more appropriate for undergraduate
rather than graduate students. The book will also appeal to those
interested in the history of the Gulf Coast and the South.
Watson Jennison

University of North Carolina, Greensboro

Rorida's Civil War: Terrible Sacrifices. By Tracy J. Revels. (Macon,
GA: Mercer University Press, 2016. Illustrations, bibliography,
index. Pp. xix, 213. $29.00 cloth.)

Florida was a divided state during the Civil War Era. Vast
expanses of territory stood between the well-settled plantation belt
of Middle Florida, the panhandle, the frontier near Tampa, Charlotte Harbor, Fort Myers, and the remote island of Key West. Florida's residents were likewise split on the questions of secession and
Published by STARS, 2022
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war. Many residents of Key West who profited from salvage opposed
severing ties with the U.S. government while elite white planters in
Middle Florida favored secession to protect their livelihood generated from the work of human chattel. During the war, Florida was
squeezed between U.S. blockading vessels that patrolled the state's
sandy shores and Union troops who held Jacksonville, raided St.
Marks, Gainesville, and Brooksville, among other locations, and
failed at taking Olustee and Natural Bridge. Tracy Revels highlights
these dynamics, and the divide between Unionists and Confederate
sympathizers, in Florida's Civil War: Terrible Sacrifices, a much-needed
synthesis of Florida's Civil War History. Through her examination
of scholarly articles and monographs, and occasional consultation
of archival sources, Revels achieves her goal of illuminating the
"social factors that shaped the state and its role within the Confederacy" by tracing the lives of Florida's free and enslaved men and
women who "worked, fought, lived, and died in a place far from
the famous fields of battle" (Preface).
Revels moves both chronologically and topically through Florida's Civil War History and strikingly illustrates how the state and
its settlers "experienced the Civil War as an intensely intimate conflict" despite being far removed from the major military engagements (62). Even before the fighting began, Florida's residents
passionately debated secession, but the state ultimately bowed to
the interests of Middle Florida's planters despite the diversity of
interests represented at the state's secession convention. The sixtynine men, fifty-one of whom owned slaves, that gathered to decide
the state's fate constituted a microcosm of Florida's population and
are a powerful reminder that Florida, like many other Southern
states, was not monolithic. Revels notes that most delegates commanded significant wealth, but represented lawyers, merchants,
planters, and physicians who hailed originally from sixteen different states, the Bahamas and Ireland (13). This cross-section
of Florida's residents points to the fact that while elite interests
dominated politics, elites were not representative of the majority
of Southern residents. As Revels notes, the majority of Florida's
white civilians were "crackers," small farmers who respected elites'
political leadership while aspiring to join planter ranks (4). Elites
ultimately drove Florida into the Confederacy, but they could not
overcome class divisions exacerbated by four years of war. As the
war dragged on, men and women, especially those of lesser means
who had no stake in the plantation economy, resented Confederate conscription and its exemptions, despised taxes levied by the
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol96/iss2/5
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Confederate government, and generally tired of armed conflict
and the blockade, which led many civilians to seek protection from
crews aboard U.S. blockading vessels.
Revels points out that Florida's men were not the only ones
who took an active role in secession, war, and in adopting Unionist or Confederate sentiment. Florida's women turned out in Tallahassee, Madison, and Tampa, among other locations, to cheer
the state's departure from the Union. Revels notes that "everywhere in the state, Florida's Confederate women eagerly enforced
the notion that the defense of Southern rights was also a defense
of female virtue," by implication, indicating that elite Southern
women, like their male counterparts, championed the Confederate cause (65-66). After fighting commenced, Florida's women, like
those elsewhere in the South, assumed masculine duties, affronted
Yankee invaders, and suffered the hardships of deprivation which,
as Revels notes, were easier to endure given Florida's frontier status
(123).
The Civil War also disrupted slavery in Florida and, as Revels notes, encouraged slaves to taunt whites, and made it difficult
for masters and mistresses to control their bondservants. The
Union presence was small in Florida compared to other areas of
the South, but slaves welcomed Northerners and either fled to
Union-controlled Key West or to nearby blockading vessels as they
patrolled the coast, chased blockade-runners, or scouted salt-works
to destroy.
As the war dragged on, Florida's population became increasingly strained economically, physically, and psychologically. Revels
chronicles each category of hardship by highlighting the effectiveness of the blockade, the challenge of transporting goods through
the undeveloped interior of the state, the destruction of salt-works,
the presence of Federal troops and raids in the northeastern and
Panhandle regions, and the threats that both Confederate sympathizers and Unionists posed to one another as each side generated
guerilla activity. Florida's vast territory was sparsely populated, but
the war tormented those who stayed behind and the state contributed a disproportionate number of residents to the Confederate
cause (Preface) .
War divisions did not heal in the aftermath of the conflict as
Revels notes in the Epilogue. Former Confederates clung to the
"Southern values" of "hospitality, family unity, conservative religion, and unquestioned maintenance of white supremacy," while
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Northerners, many Union veterans and members of the GAR
moved into the state and erected monuments that hailed th~
courage of U.S. troops (171). Florida's Civil War history, however,
largely remains an afterthought as few tourists flock to the state's
pristine beaches to ponder the sectional conflict that concluded
152 years ago. Revels rightly notes that Florida's Civil War history
warrants much more scholarly attention, and the book's bibliography is an exhaustive chronicle of scholarship on the Civil War
in Florida, largely drawn from the Florida Historical Quarterly and
monographs that provide general overviews of Florida's history
generally, Florida's Civil War history, and the significant personalities, cities, and conflicts that shaped Florida in the Civil War Era.
Much work remains to be completed so that we can fully understand the rich history of Florida during the Civil War, and Revels's
book signals new avenues for inquiry.
Angela M. Zombek

St. Petersburg College

The Life and Crimes of Railroad Bill: Legendary African American
Desperado.By Larry L. Massey. (Gainesville: University Press
of Florida, 2015. Acknowledgements, illustrations, notes,
bibliography. Pp. xii, 179. $21.95 cloth.)

Larry L. Massey offers a much needed corrective to our knowledge of a late nineteenth-century desperado in his latest work. In
this extensively researched book Massey pieces together the final
years of Morris Slater, known widely throughout the Gulf Coast
region as Railroad Bill, as he terrorized the railroads of Florida,
Mississippi, and Alabama and plundered goods for personal gain.
The objective of the book is quite clear: Massey seeks to provide
a "comprehensive history based primarily on articles published"
during Slater's time as a train robber and in the years following
his death and calls the book a "factual history of the individual,
the legend," and the songs later composed about the man known
throughout the Southeast as Railroad Bill (5).
The Life and Crimes of Railroad Bill begins with a young Paul
McCartney's first encounter of John Lennon singing a "skiffle"
about a black southern train robber whose infamy had survived
decades and transformed into folklore. ·A n intriguing introduction, Massey falls flat on his promise to engage the mythic qualities
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of Railroad Bill's legacy, devoting only the last ten pages to the
persistence of the African American desperado and even then the
book focuses more on the perpetuation of legacy through song
and prose, ending where the book began with McCartney's introduction to Lennon. The pages in between offer a more substantive
review of Railroad Bill's movements as he took what he wanted and
shot the men who tried to stop him along the Louisville and Nashville Railroad Line. This detailed account of actions and movements of both Railroad Bill and those who sought to capture him
ensures future scholars have a sound basis in the chronology.
An easy recommendation for natives of the Gulf Coast with an
interest in railroad or desperado histories, Massey's book traces the
anti-hero of the Progressive Era. He is quick to assert that Railroad
Bill should not be interpreted as a Robin Hood character; he lived
an outlaw's life and followed the course of tramps and hobos, riding rails and robbing trains with no plans to pass along any riches
gained. By meticulously tracking movements through newspaper
accounts in Gulf Coast newspapers, Massey portrays the train robber as a pure opportunist.
The soul of this book is rooted in tracing Railroad Bill's actions
as he traveled throughout the Southeast. When newspapermen and
law enforcement officials left gaps in the historical record, Massey
offers predictive composites of men in similar situations to both
Railroad Bill and his victims. As he points out, "Railroad Bill wasn't
the only African American outlaw to raise the ire of lawmen" in
the Lower South during the late nineteenth century and he aptly
introduces new case studies that inform us about a topic normally
situated much further west in American history (27). In this way,
the book forecasts an exciting path for scholarship that challenges
geopolitical boundaries and observes movements and rebellions
on a more geographically holistic scale.
Historians will lament how the book suffers from a lack of analysis. Massey's attention to detail in providing an accurate account
of Railroad Bill's movements and the efforts of law enforcement
and railroad officials to capture him are impressive, but no larger
conversation about where Railroad Bill sits within history ever takes
place. This is unfortunate considering the racial implications of a
black outlaw in the Deep South during one of the most outwardly
racist periods in American history. There were ample opportunities to do so, indeed Massey points out the race of every individual he mentions. That he never addresses how race might have
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influenced both Railroad Bill's actions and the interpretations
thereof seem a glaring oversight. Nor is there any critical scrutiny
of the newspaper articles Massey relies upon to recreate Railroad
Bill's exploits. Massey seems to accept many of the depictions of the
outlaw, and the opinion of the various southern newspaper reporters, wholesale. Though Massey asserted that his book served as a
"factual" history, the reader is left wondering just whose facts are
being portrayed.
Still, the book proves useful and there are many appealing
aspects to this volume. As a point in departure for future scholars seeking to address any shortcomings in analysis, the research
Massey provides will help historians to find larger significance in
the life of Railroad Bill. Not a widely known story outside of Railroad Bill's sphere of influence, Massey's work will appeal to regional readers who know the folklore and introduce the desperado
to the rest of the world who might have only heard reference of
him in song. Massey's attention to detail and rigorously researched
timeline of Railroad Bill's final years create a strong foundation on
which to build.
Katharine Dahlstrand

University of Georgi,a

Race to Revolution: The United States and Cuba during Slavery and
Jim Crow. By Gerald Horne. (New York: Monthly Review Press,
2014. Notes, index. Pp. 429. $29.00.)

Gerald Horne's Race to Revolution provides a welcome addition
to a growing body of literature offering a comparative analysis of
Cuba and the United States. Through his focus on the black experience in both nations, Horne argues that the two histories should
not be viewed as on a parallel course, but rather as intertwined
whereby events in one nation have ramifications in the other.
Horne focuses on racism within the U.S. and Cuba and how racism
in one is acted on, and acts upon the other. Ultimately that interaction would destroy Jim Crow in the U.S. and advance the cause of
revolution in Cuba.
Organized chronologically, Horne's exploration of these two
national histories begins with an examination of slavery. Following
the American Revolution, the U.S. pursued greater trading opportunities with Cuba, and soon came to play a critical role in the
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rapidly expanding slave trade to Cuba. U.S. involvement in Cuban
slavery did not end with the sale of human cargo in the markets of
Havana, but rather continued as U.S. nationals became situated
in Cuba's plantation economy, settling in Cuba and buying sugar
plantations. And those economic ties to the United States were further solidified as the United States emerged as a major consumer
of Cuban sugar.
Cuba's status as a slave society and its relative nearness to the
U.S. South, most especially Florida, meant that it occupied an ever
greater presence in the minds of U.S. politicians and slaveholding interests as the sectional crisis grew. Within Cuba, fear of slave
revolt loomed ever larger in the first half of the nineteenth century,
and the nearness of Haiti placed in high relief the dangers of such
a revolt for Cuba's whites. Fear of slave revolt provided a unifying element for both nations, but that unity was superseded by a
growing desire on the part of the U.S. to possess Cuba outright.
Yet it was not just a Haitian influence that Cuba's colonial elites
feared. A growing abolitionism in the United States aimed at eradicating slavery in the republic also shone light on the institution just
beyond U.S shores. And following the end of slavery in the United
States, and the soon thereafter eruption of the Ten Years' War in
Cuba, large numbers of Afro-Cubans began arriving in Florida.
That movement of people and ideas was not one-way, and it
would be African Americans in the United States who were among
the loudest in their criticism of Spain during Cuba's drive to independence. The idea of a Cuba without the racism endemic to the
United States meant great support for independent Cuba by African Americans. Yet that independence, which came in the context
of a U.S. occupation of the island, would mean Jim Crow's arrival
in Cuba. Jim Crow would do much to undermine U.S.-Cuban relations, and lead African Americans to question further their government as they were called to support an invasion that would result
in a freedom for Afro-Cubans that their African American counterparts did not enjoy.
It is Jim Crow, Home argues, that helped place Cuba on the
path to revolution. Mutual opposition to Jim Crow led to increased
ties between African Americans and Afro-Cubans. Growing violence in the U.S. South directed at African Americans, most especially the 1931 Scottsboro case, led to even greater distrust of the
U.S. and its institutions and government on the part of Cubans of
color. That distrust, in the context of the Cold War, would help
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create an environment receptive both to revolution and communism. And in the United States, the presence of Afro-Cubans,
who were accorded greater status than African Americans based
on their nationality, helped break down segregation. Their ability
to occupy a space reserved normally for "whites only" in the U.S.
brought the entire system into question, and not coincidentally,
the triumph of the Cuban Revolution would occur concurrently
with the fall ofJim Crow.
Horne's work is built on detailed archival work drawn from
both sides of the Straits of Florida, and across the Atlantic that
well supports his thesis. Some readers may find Horne's illustrative
prose difficult to grasp, but Horne's words are evocative and will
provide students and scholars alike with a great deal to consider.
While other works have compared Cuba and the United States in
a time period similar to Race to Revolution, none have done so with
so much attention placed on the experience of those of African
descent. And as that experience was critical to the course of both
U.S. and Cuban history, the literature is considerably stronger for
this book's inclusion in it.
Sarah L. Franklin

University of North Alabama

Revolutionary Cuba: A History. By Luis Martfnez-Fernandez. (Gaines-

ville: University Press of Florida, 2015. Acknowledgements,
illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. Pp . xvii, 385. $44.95
cloth.)
Revolutionary Cuba: A History expresses a new understanding of
the evolutionary process of the Cuban Revolution. Written for both
academics and those interested in the Cuban Revolution, it presents an innovative approach to a well-studied, though often misunderstood, history. Although the book could have been improved in
some ways, it provides a distinctive analysis of the often-competing
understandings of post-1959 Cuba, and how these have changed
over time. In essence, the purpose of the book is to trace the evolution of the Cuban Revolution through three main stages and analyze the changes that occurred throughout.
The main strength of the book is the way in which it explains
and depicts the Revolution as being divided into three stages.
While the majority of historians or Cuba specialists-Max Azicri,
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Cuba Today and Tomorrow: Reinventing Socialism (2000); Richard
Gott, Cuba: A New History (2005); Louis Perez, Cuba: Between Reform
and Revolution (2015)-discuss revolutionary Cuba in the various
specific stages, such as quinquenio gris, Rectification Process, Special
Period, Battle of Ideas, etc., this work presents a somewhat different understanding. Indeed, Revolutionary Cuba: A History discusses
the Revolution in three broad yet distinctive periods, while including details of the more specific stages throughout. The three stages
include Idealism (1952-1970); Personalistic Institutionalization
( 1971-1990); and Survival ( 1991-2013). These three periods present the Revolution as changing over time, based on needs faced
and existing opportunities. The book illustrates the complexity
of the Revolution, and does so by dividing events into these three
periods while analyzing the evolution of the revolutionary process. In addition, although many works on Cuba often, though not
always, present discussions through either a rather limited pro-Castro or pro-USA lens, Revolutionary Cuba: A History discusses events
by using a more balanced perspective. For example, the work notes
some of the more positive outcomes of the Revolution in the early
1960s, while also depicting the more controversial elements of the
Revolution and its leadership.
This book is also instructive in terms of its analysis of the emigration patterns of Cubans to Florida. It expertly traces the various
stages of emigration, and the history behind it. Importantly, the
differences between the stages and the reasons for a given period's
diaspora are also examined. This provides important data and a
new understanding regarding the complexities of Cuban emigration to the United States, and Florida in particular.
Nonetheless, despite the positive attributes of the work, some
areas of this study could have been improved. Perhaps the book's
most significant drawback is that it overemphasizes the role of the
"Castros." While the leaders, particularly Fidel, have been extremely important in directing the Revolution, it cannot be said that
they have been solely responsible for post-1959 Cuba. As the work
of noted historian Antoni Kapcia, in Cuba in Revolution: A history
since the fifties (2008) and Leadership in the Cuban Revolution (2014)
explains, the Revolution is a complex negotiative process rather
than a closed political structure led exclusively by the two Castro
brothers. By contrast, Revolutionary Cuba: A History consistently
attributes the changes in post-1959 Cuba to the efforts of the pair.
Although the complexity of the Revolution is noted, it is done so
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through the view that the Castros unilaterally controlled Cuba,
ignoring the political complexities of the Revolution.
From a historian's perspective, another issue with the book is
that the research could have been somewhat improved. While the
author included some excellent sources and data, as well as his
own experience, much of the information was from online sources
rather than primary ones. It might be argued that, and without
denying the validity of online sources at times, by using primary
sources some points could have been more consistently supported.
It also would have been interesting, given the author's vast
knowledge of Cuban history, to have included some details about
his interpretation of the role of nationalism within revolutionary Cuba-particularly as he noted the importance of Jose Marti
throughout the book. Some specialists have noted the important
role of nationalism in directing the Revolution; it would thus have
been interesting to have the author's point of view on this.
On balance, Revolutionary Cuba: A History is a welcome addition for any specialist or general reader of Cuba's revolutionary
history. By dividing the Revolution into three distinctive periods,
it provides an innovative and accessible format in which the Revolution can be understood and analyzed. It includes a well-written
and comprehensive analysis of a complex history, making it easy for
generalists and interesting for specialists.
Emily Kirk

University of Nottingham

Black Freedom, White Resistance, and Red Menace: Civil Rights and
Anticommunism in the Jim Crow South. By Yasuhiro Katagiri.
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2014. Preface,
acknowledgements, illustrations, notes, bibliography, index.
Pp. xxvii, 374. $47.50 cloth.)

During the last decade the nation has celebrated a number
of major civil rights events such as the 50 th anniversary of Brown v.
Board of Education, the Montgomery Bus Boycott, Little Rock, the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, and Freedom Summer. All of these events
assisted with the eradication of state sanctioned racism. Many
Americans look back and cannot believe the ignorance and racism of anti-civil rights southerners. However, Charles Eagles contends that civil rights scholarship must examine southerners who
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resisted civil rights. Studying these perspectives allows historians
to understand the short and long term impact of their rhetoric.
The 1954 Brown v Board of Education decision escalated southern
resistance, transformed southern moderates into right wing racists
and insisted that the civil rights movement was a communist
plot. Yasuhiro Katagiri's Black Freedom, White Resistance, and R.ed
Menace examines the relationship between anticommunism and
southern resistance. According to the author, from 1954 to 1974
southern state legislators established state commissions that hired
anticommunist experts in order to prove that the civil rights movement was a communist plot.
Historians have studied the impact of the Cold War on the civil
rights movement and how the Cold War forced the federal government to address its hypocrisy. However, during the Cold War,
a number of former white radicals became anticommunist experts
who were hired by southern politicians to expose American communists. Katagiri states that Myers G. Lowman and J.B. Matthews
were two of the most anti-communist experts in the nation. Lowman was a Methodist in Cincinnati and founder of the Circuit
Riders, a Methodist organization designed to discourage communism and anti-American ideals. Matthews was an active member in
Bayard Rustin's Fellowship of Reconciliation and Socialist Party.
However, in 1935, he became pro labor and three year later published a book title Odyssey of a Fellow Traveler that documented his
transformation from a communist to a defender of American ideals. Lowman and Matthews emerged as the dynamic duo for "protecting southern segregationists' vested interests-their racial and
racist norms-under the ostensibly honorable banner of American
anti-communism" (57). After the Brown decision Louisiana established the Louisiana Joint Legislative Committee, later known as
the Joint Legislative Committee on Segregation that was chaired
by state senator William Rainach. He believed that racial integration was a communist endeavor and anti-American. Rainach hired
Matthews, who had collected names of communists, to testify and
uncover the communist plot. Several southern states followed Louisiana, such as Florida, which had created the Florida Legislative
Investigation Committee, also known as the Johns' Committee.
Led by State Senator Charley E. Johns of the "Pork Chop Gang"
(169), this committee was supported by pro- segregationist elected officials who wanted to maintain white supremacy in Florida.
The Johns Committee had investigated the Tallahassee Branch of
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the National Association of the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP) after its participation in a bus boycott. In 1958, the committee hired Matthews to testify against the NAACP but he failed
to prove that communists had controlled the organization. Johns
shifted his attention to finding "homosexuals" and his committee
prompted the firing of seventeen gay and lesbian faculty members
at the University of Florida.
Many civil rights activists viewed Mississippi as the most racist
state in the nation. The Mississippi State Sovereignty Commission
started in 1956 and it was committed to states rights and resisting
the federal government. The commission hired Matthews to testify to state legislatures that communists were trying to eliminate
the southern way of life or the natural order of race relations. The
commission had investigated some white faculty at the University
of Mississippi who taught students the value of integration. Some
white women had joined the Paul Revere Ladies who talked about
the dangers of communism. As Lowman and Matthews continued to identify communists with weak supporting evidence, some
southern white Methodists, such as John Moore, a committed segregationist, protested the internal witch hunts in Mississippi.
From 1960 to the passing of the Voting Rights Act of 1965,
non-violent civil disobedience and direct action emerged as the
major tactics of the civil rights struggle. Southern states continued
to resist granting equality to African Americans. The Alabama
state legislature created the Alabama Legislative Commission to
Preserve the Peace, also known as the Alabama Peace Commission
(APC) one month after demonstrations took place in Birmingham.
It had 8 members and a $100,000 budget. In spite of the budget
and its commitment to white supremacy, the APC could not stop
the civil rights movement. In 1965, the APC produced a 58-minute
film titled We Shall Overcome. According to the film, communists
and their allies had created the Selma to Montgomery march that
promoted immoral behavior and anti-American values.
In 1966, Matthews died and Lowman was left to carry the
torch. The Church League of America dedicated a library to Matthews where one could conduct research on anticommunism. Lowman, relocated to Orange County, California, and worked with the
American Educational League and Congressman James B. Utt, a
Republican who had voted against the Civil Rights Act and Voting
Rights Act. Lowman died in 1973, but many of the southern commissions had ceased to function before his death. In 1964, The
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Johns Committee published the "Purple Pamphlet" Homosexuality
and Citizenship in Florida" (250) and it contained graphic pictures
of gays and lesbians who supposedly influenced young people in
state public institutions. In 1965, the Johns Committee disbanded
and state sanctioned racism ended in Florida.
Katagari's monograph provides insight into how southern
state legislatures used or wasted public tax dollars to defend white
supremacy. The author's work demonstrates that southern states
linked communism to civil rights but also illustrates how the South
shifted from Democratic to Republican party dominance. The
civil rights movement eradicated racist discourse from mainstream
political culture; however, since the 1980s, southern or Republican
politicians have codified race in different ways. During the 1980s
and 1990s, politicians used terms such as the underclass, anti-busing and anti-affirmative action to talk about race. Southern state
legislatures do not need to establish commissions and spend millions of dollars to hire experts to testify about racism because their
constituencies believed that they lived in a post-racial society.
David A. Canton

Connecticut CoUege

Elvis Ignited: The Rise of an Icon in Flonda. By Bob Kealing.
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2017. Illustrations,
notes, index. Pp. 272. $28.00 cloth.)
In Elvis Ignited, each of the twenty-eight chapters builds a performance chronology of Elvis Presley's fifty-nine public appearances across the Sunshine State (1955-1956), and reads as a narrative
scrapbook of newspaper announcements, fan interviews, and reminiscences by venue owners, politicians, and journalists. Data from
Bob Kealing's interviews vividly depicts a peculiar Floridian fascination with Elvis before his national television debut, and suggests
that enduring feelings of Elvis-ownership greatly influenced southern reception of this pop icon.
By far the most intriguing argument posed by Kealing is that
the quality and volume of Elvis reportage by Florida's female journalists exceeded that of their male colleagues._Their ability to persuasively articulate Presley's virtues effectively diffused arguments
against his Florida excursions, and fueled Elvis mania among local
youth. Had the author been able to prove that southern women's
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wntmg was the real fire behind Elvis' national fame, the book
would be an impressive contribution to the media studies field
but the theory remains underdeveloped. It is worth noting that th~
book is acknowledged to be inspired by Florida journalist Joy Wallace Dickinson, who first pointed Kealing towards Florida's newspaper archives.
Himself a Florida journalist, Kealing's admirable research
stemmed from his genuine adoration for this state, but the narrow scope of a fifteen-month timeline perhaps blinded him from
exploring similarities between Elvis' story and that of other artists. For instance, when Kealing characterizes a 1956 Jacksonville
judge's threat to throw Presley in jail for obscenity as "laughable"
(3), the underlying argument is that mid-century Florida was more
socially conservative than today. But had the author related the
outrage about Elvis's bodily expression to greater debates about
public decency, or the 1990 arrest of members from 2 Live Crew
after their performance of sexually explicit songs was interpreted
as violating Florida's obscenity law, Kealing would have been better
positioned to argue that Elvis' Florida arrival marked a new stage
in American popular culture.
Presley's Florida concerts are represented as piloting his public relations tactics and the responding media attention. Kealing
successfully documents the frequency of Elvis' concerts, and a corresponding accumulation of southern fans. If Kealing intended to
link Florida to Elvis' national fame then it is surprising that few
pages are devoted to the life stories of everyday Floridians. There
is a missed opportunity to draw upon the state's rich cultural diversity and to showcase his reception by African American and Latino
Floridians, first generation Americans, and those who had recently
moved to Florida. Extended discussion about the complexities of
Florida's mid-century race relations and their relationship to Elvis'
celebrity is largely absent from the text, as is an analysis of Presley's
cultural appropriation or musical development, or engagement
with critiques of the artist by Erika Doss, Eric Lott, or other scholars. Given these omissions, the book appears to be intended for
general audiences and established Elvis fans.
The Rise of an Icon in Florida is a Floridian rendition of popular
American folklore about rags to riches mobility and generational
divides in pop aesthetics. At the heart of the book are important
questions about the limits and motives of pop music scholarship.
The volume is sure to interest fans of Presley and Florida history,
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and will hopefully inspire future projects about the influence of
grassroots journalists on the American music industry.
Elizabeth Whittenburg Ozment

University of Virginia

We Come for Good: Archaeology and Tribal Historic Preseroation at the

Seminole Tribe of F/,orida. Edited by Paul N. Blackhouse, Brent
Weisman and Mary Beth Rosebrough. (Gainesville: University
Press of Florida, 2017. Acknowledgments, illustrations, notes,
maps, references cited, index. Pp. xiii, 381. $89.95 cloth.)
In 1990, under the direction of Congress, the National Park
Service (NPS) commissioned a report, that became "Keepers of the
Treasures: Protecting Historic Properties and Cultural Traditions
on Indian Lands" (National Park Service, 1990). As a result of the
report the NPS created a two-part program. One was the process
for recognized tribes to create a Tribal Heritage Protection Office.
The other was a grant program to fund historic preservation on
tribal lands. The creation of a Tribal Heritage Protection Office
meant that the tribe took over the functions of State Historic Preservation Offices (SHPO) and the National Historic Preservation
Office (NHPO) on tribal lands. The Seminole Tribe of Florida
(STOF) created a Tribal Heritage Protection Office in 2006.
We Come for Good is a wide ranging account of the creation and
operation of the Tribal Historical Preservation Office (THPO) of
the Seminole Tribe of Florida. The diversity of perspectives presented in We Come for Good is a result of the text being an edited volume. The perspectives range from personal interviews of
tribal members becoming involved and working with the THPO
to a scholar's detailed history of the creation of the office. In
addition there are detailed descriptions of how the office does its
work, including case studies, and interviews with the archaeologists and technicians who carry out the day to day analysis of sites.
Also included are interviews with tribal members who viewed the
THPO with suspicion because of the involvement of non-Seminole
archaeologists.
There are several important topics that are discussed in this
edited volume that deserve special focus. Chapter three (by Paul
Backhouse) presents a brief history of the creation of the Seminole
THPO. Backhouse details the process the STOF had to go through
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to create the THPO. Too often narratives of the interactions of
Native American tribes with the U.S. Federal government gloss over
the details to get to the conclusion, not here. The chapter reveals
the challenges the STOF had to overcome to meet (and exceed)
the federal requirements and provides some insight into how the
STOF itself operates. It is also noteworthy that in creating a THPO
the STOF sought to meet both the federal requirements and the
needs of the tribe itself. Chapter 5 (by Anne Mullins) discusses the
On-Reservation review process for new projects in great (and welcome) detail and thus provides insight into how the THPO works
on reservations and with the STOF council. For anyone interested
in how a TPHO really works. Chapters 3 and 5 are indispensable.
Several chapters provide case studies of the THPO at work.
The aforementioned Chapter 3 provides case studies of how the
approval process works on reservation land. Chapter 8 illustrates
how the work of the THPO can be important for recapturing the
important cultural past in identifying camp sites, some within the
living memory of tribal members. Camp sites were important as
the basis of traditional matrilineal social organization and as the
way of life of the Seminoles. Identifying these sites also, as seen in
one case study in Chapter 3, reflects traditional clan claims to land
and possible modern home sites. Chapter 12 is the story of the
preservation and restoration of the Red Barn, an important cultural site for the Seminoles during their early adoption of cattle ranching. The preservation and restoration involved a grant from the
NPS Historic Preservation program made possible by the THPO.
The issue of tribal sovereignty is addressed subtly and directly.
Some of the most revealing chapters in the book include interviews
with tribal members who work with the THPO (Willie Johns Chapter 1, Marty Bowers Chapter 2) and Danny Tommie, the executive administrator of the STOF who oversees the THPO. From the
interviews it becomes apparent that exercising sovereignty requires
a lot of listening to the community and all the differing perspectives on what preserving cultural traditions means and a lot of compromise. None of this is surprising, but the interviews do show,
in a very accessible way, what becoming empowered to participate
in the process means for tribal members. Tribal sovereignty is
directly addressed in Chapter 13, which addresses how the tribe
responds to NAGPRA, and Chapter 14, which focuses on Consu~tation and Compliance related to the treatment of human re1?~1~s
and cultural resources within the STOF Area of Respons1b1hty
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(AOR), comprised all or parts of six Southeastern states. With the
creation of the Seminole THPO, the tribe assumed responsibility
for responding to requests from anywhere in the Seminole AOR
regarding human remains and cultural resources that are encountered. These are fascinating chapters for anyone interested in how
the laws affecting the treatment of human remains and cultural
resources meet the reality of decisions made by a tribe asserting sovereignty over a wide area. It is not an easy task, and again requires
a lot of consultation, but it appears that the STOF is rising to it.
There is a historic, and justified, distrust of archaeologists
by Native Americans. This distrust, suspicion, even hostility, and
how it affects the work of the Seminole THPO, is a persistent issue
throughout the book. In two chapters, 6 and 7, the perspectives
of archaeology technicians working on tribal land and a tribal
member, Mary Jene Koenes who teaches Miccosukee language at
the tribe's Ahfachkee school, are presented. The two perspectives
address one of the issues central to how to preserve cultural traditions. The issue is whether a cultural tradition can ever be properly "recorded" separate from the elders, the teachers, those who
learned them from their elders and who pass them down in the
original language. The STOF has chosen to create a THPO (and
as Koenes discusses in her interview - a casino) and thus there is an
acknowledgement that there are changes that are being accepted,
even if reluctantly.
The issues of tribal sovereignty and the relationship of the
STOF with archaeology are addressed eloquently and directly in
the concluding chapter by Brent Weisman. Weisman correctly
points out that the limited sovereignty that tribes have is derived
from the original rulings of early Marshall Supreme Court that
tribes were "domestic dependent nations" (333). Limited sovereignty is the reality that the tribes and the THPO must negotiate. Weisman's chapter is worth reading for anyone interested in
Native Americans, archaeology, historical preservation or the work
of the many THPOs established in over 140 tribes. Two quotes
illustrate the issues being faced: "This challenge is requiring the
THPO to figure out what is truly important to the Seminoles and
then how those needs can be served archaeologically, which, after
all, is the THPO's mandate" (335-336) and "Learn how the needs
of the people intersect with the requirement to do archaeology,
then do archaeology that makes sense to them" (336). We Come
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for Good shows how the Seminole THPO is working hard, carefully,
and effectively to achieve these goals.
Vance Geiger

University of Central Florida

Pioneering History on Two Continents: An Autobiography. By Bruce F.

Pauley (Lincoln: Potomac Books-UniversityofNebraskaPress,
2014. Acknowledgements, illustrations, notes, bibliography,
index. Pp. xx, 400. $37.95 cloth.)
Bruce Pauley's Pioneering History is a hybrid book. It serves as
both an autobiography of a leading scholar on Nazism, especially
in Austria, and as a discussion of the multiple ways that one can
be a pioneer. Born in 1937 in Lincoln, Nebraska, Pauley earned a
Ph.D. from the University of Rochester, and after several brief academic stops, arrived at Florida Technological University in 1971.
Planning to remain there briefly, Pauley stayed until his retirement
in 2006. During that time, he published a number of important
works, including Hitler, Stalin, and Mussolini: Totalitarianism in the
Twentieth Century ( 1997) and From Prejudice to Persecution: A History of
Austrian Anti-Semitism ( 1992). His scholarship garnered many accolades including his 2010 receipt of the Austrian Cross of Honor
First Class for Scholarship and Art. Pauley's story is also the story of
his family, especially his wife Marianne, whom he met while in grad
school, and who joined him in his moves throughout the United
States and in his many travels across the globe.
As its title implies, Pauley stresses the concept of pioneering
using a multiplicity of meanings. His ancestors pioneered in the
traditional sense-moving from the Rhine River Valley in Germany
to the Volga in Russia and from there to Nebraska. In contrast,
other Pauley relatives pioneered in a sense of trying new things,
whether running car dealerships in the early twentieth century,
starting a successful lumber yard in Lincoln, Nebraska, or in entering academia and eventually moving to the periphery of the academic world-Florida Tech, a tiny school that has grown into the
University of Central Florida-the second largest university in the
country.
Pauley offers a behind-the-curtain look at the historical profession that is an invaluable introduction to students considering an
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academic career. Hooked on history by excellent undergraduate
faculty at Grinnell College, he did not despair when a professor
advised him that being a professor was an excellent choice if one
was independently wealthy. Subsequently, Pauley would, like many
others, find grad school to be a lonely grind. On the bright side,
he entered the job market at a rare time of plenty, and he received
multiple job offers before finishing his dissertation. After that, he
encountered high teaching loads, departments divided into factions, the challenge of deciding what topics one should research,
and the mercurial world of academic publishing.
Academics and aspiring academics might pine for an even
greater discussion from this insider. Pauley's experience at a state
university makes his career more typical than historians whose
autobiographies highlight life at elite schools. The struggles that
Pauley encountered-disputes with his chair, the challenges of
balancing teaching and research, and department infighting-are
fairly common in the academy. Nevertheless, the profession offers
little or no training to help prepare one to overcome these obstacles. Pauley encountered both the good and bad within the ivory
tower, so hearing more of these stories would make his work even
more useful. Similarly, Pauley spent more than thirty years at a university experiencing the tension between teaching and research,
and he witnessed the benefits and difficulties of extraordinary
growth. Pauley points out some of the challenges and opportunities associated with these tensions, but a greater discussion of them
would add more value to his work.
Though Pauley worked hard for his success, he also recognizes
the role of luck on both a macro and micro scale. He points out
that uncontrollable forces such as the place and timing of one's
birth are some of the most important factors in shaping one's life.
While his parents had to start a family during the Great Depression, Pauley's 1937 birth put him in a smaller cohort and had him
entering the profession at the best possible moment. Conversely,
having a book published a bit too late and being associated with
the wrong faction put him back on the job market six years later
at a terrible time. Pauley reminds us that timing, while not everything, is an important factor in anyone's life.
Pauley's autobiography also serves as a reminder of the importance of international travel. It was a junior year spent in Austria
that contributed to his decision to study that country. This was
just one of his more than twenty trips to Europe. And, while he
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has visited Europe more than any other destination, travels have
also taken him to six continents and more than seventy countries
including China, Cuba, India, and Vietnam. Pauley points out
that these travels have helped him understand these countries and
gain a greater understanding of the United States. He adds that
travel reduces prejudice and opens minds, an important lesson for
anyone who reads this autobiography in a time when the tension
between globalism and isolation shapes both domestic and international politics.
Overall, Pioneering History is both a valuable study and an enjoyable read. Pauley's family of pioneers exemplifies the experiences
of many Americans in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. As
a writer, Pauley, though occasionally veering toward nostalgia, is a
keen observer of life in the United States and abroad in the postWorld War II era. And, for historians in particular, his view inside
the profession provides good advice, cautionary tales, and a sense
of what a scholar's life is really like.
John M. Sacher

University of Central Florida
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